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Men’s Group 
Tuesday, January 23, 2020 at 7:30pm 
Location: Jim Stayer’s Home 
Contact: 613 548 4675 for address 

Shabbat Services  
Led by: 
Rabbi Matthew Kaufman 
IHM’s Fourth Rabbi Weekend 
Friday, January 17, 2020 at 7:30pm 
Study Session 
Location: TBA 
Topic: TBA 

Saturday, January 18, 2020 at 10:00am 
Sabbath Service 
Location: KUF Hall, 2nd floor 
Address: 206 Concession Street 
All members and their guests invited.  
Kiddush to follow, with thanks to this 
week’s ONEG volunteers. 
1. Challah – Moussa & Farzy Cohanim 
2. Cake and/or Cookies – Lanny Kamin & 

Carol Sparling 
(Healthy Alternative -- Cheese and whole 
grain crackers) 

3. Fresh and/or Dried Fruit – Jochebed 
Katan 
(Healthy Alternative -- Veggies and Dip or 
Guacamole)  

4. Water and Juice – Allan Katz 
5. Standby 1, Hannah Kaufman 
6. Standby 2, Miriam Kearney & Tamara 

Hurrell 

Fifth to Eighth  
Rabbi Weekends 
5th .. February 21-22, 2020 
6th .. March 27-28, 2020 
7th .. April 24-25, 2020 
8th .. May 8-9, 2020 
 

Light Up The Night 
With Words by: 
Rabbi Matthew Kaufman 
KJC’s Thirteenth Annual 
Chanukah Celebration 
Was held on Sunday, December 22, 2019  
Last week Kingston Jewish Council 
hosted their 13th annual celebration of 
Chanukah at Springer Market Square, 
with LIGHT UP THE NIGHT (LUTN), 
a lighting and musical festival.  

Latkes, prepared at Beth Israel’s kitchen, 
and hot chocolate were served. The 
attendees were treated to music of 
Kingston Jewish Council’s choir, led by 
Ros Schwartz.  

We are very grateful to the speakers who 
addressed the crowd with holiday 
greetings. Among them were Leonard 
Harris, LUTN’s chairman, Brian Paterson, 
The Mayor of Kingston and Rabbi 
Matthew Kaufman from Congregation Iyr 
HaMelech, Kingston’s Reform Jewish 
Congregation.  

Our Rabbi’s eloquent words follow: 
On this Hanukkah, as we come together as a 
community to light the menorah, it gives us 
pause to reflect on the meaning of the 
lights. The blessing for lighting the candles is 
“lehadlik ner shel Hanukkah” – “to light the 
Hanukkah candle.” It says it in the singular, 
not the plural – “to light the Hanukkah 
candle,” not “candles.” Which is a peculiar 
thing, since we light many candles over the 
course of 8 days. So why would the blessing 
be over only one candle? There is a teaching 
that this is because each individual light 
matters. And the reason we care that each 
individual light is distinct and different is 
because it represents the spark of the divine 
that is within each and every one of us. We 
are all, so to speak, the individual lights that, 
in coming together, make the whole 
menorah that is our Jewish community. 
We can broaden our frame of reference a bit 
and think of the candles not just in terms of 
each of us as individuals, but as representing 
different Jewish communities.  

…continued on next page 
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Condolences 
Evelyn Alice O'Farrell 
1923-2019  
The Board and Members of 
Congregation Iyr HaMelech 
extend their sincerest heartfelt 
condolences to the family of 
our members, Renee and Larry 
O’Farrell on the passing of 
Larry’s mother Evelyn. May 
her memory be a blessing and 
may that blessing be followed 
by healing in good time.  

Evelyn Alice O'Farrell died peacefully on December 27, 
2019 at the Kingston General Hospital, in her 97th year. 
Born in Kingston on January 3, 1923, to Francis and Alice 
(Bean) Cobham. She was predeceased by her six siblings, 
Francis, Edith, Leslie, Irene, Violet and William. Evelyn is 
survived by three children, Lawrence O'Farrell (Renée), 
Frances Haig (Ian) and William O'Farrell (Jennifer), as well 
as 7 grandchildren, Andrea, Brendan, Dean, Erin, Juliet, 
Lindsey and Robin, along with 7 great-grand-children, 
Alexander, Cassidy, Colin, Joseph, Nathan, Samuel and 
Spencer. She will be sadly missed by nieces Janet and 
Michele along with the partners, families and friends of all 
the above.  

Evelyn grew up on Clarence Street in Kingston, graduating 
from Sydenham School and Kingston Collegiate 
Vocational Institute (the first in her family to complete 
high school), after which she met Patrick Joseph O'Farrell 
whom she married in 1943. Evelyn stayed at home with 
her children until Pat died in 1962. Utterly devoted to her 
family, Evelyn showed courage, resourcefulness and 
fortitude as a single mother, over the ensuing years. Evelyn 
will be remembered for her warm and kind personality and 
her gentle sense of humour.  

The family wishes to thank the attentive staff at St. 
Lawrence Place and the compassionate medical team at 
KGH. We are grateful to Vivian Betta who spent so many 
genial afternoons with Evelyn, as well as Tracy, Nadia and 
other kind-hearted attendants. In lieu of flowers, the 
family suggests a donation to the Kingston Seniors 
Association.  

Interment will take place at Little Lake Cemetery, 915 
Haggarty Road, Peterborough, Ontario. 
Burial: Thursday January 02, 2020, 2:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
Memorial service will be held at James Reid Funeral 
Home, 1900 John Counter Boulevard at a later date.  

The above was copied, in part, from a notice Published in  
The Whig on December 31, 2019 
 
 

Light Up The Night 
With Words by: 
Rabbi Matthew Kaufman 

…continued from previous page 
Because the Kingston Jewish community is comprised of different 
communities. I’ve always said that it is better to speak of Judaisms 
than of Judaism, because we are a plurality, with different groups 
living Jewishly in their own unique and different ways. It is by 
respecting and appreciating the contribution of our distinct and 
different lights that we add beauty to our communal menorah.  
We can broaden our frame of reference yet more and reflect on 
how the lights teach us to relate to different faith communities. In 
this one-month period alone, 7 different faiths celebrate some 29 
different festivals. We are but one candle in the larger aggregate of 
faith communities that together make up the menorah that is our 
constellation of faith communities in Kingston. 
This says something important about democracy. Because after all, 
this is the way democracy works. It works by respecting and 
valuing the differences that shape our unique contributions to the 
larger project of democracy. All of the different faith groups and 
ethnic communities among which we live are unique lights in the 
menorah of democracy. In this way, the religious festival of 
Hanukkah has secular implications. It teaches us about cultural 
pluralism. It expresses our faith that the light of democracy shines 
most brightly when we link our future to that of others, when we 
fight for the right of all to self-expression, in order to secure life 
more abundant for all.  

Rabbi Matthew Kaufman, PhD 

Women’s Study Group 
…and Book Club 

Date: Monday January 20, 2020 
Time: 1:30pm 
Title:  Valley of Strength 
Author: Shulamit Lapid. 
ISBN 10:  1592642306 
ISBN 13:  978-1592642304 
Presenter:  Anna Matzov 
Hostess: Katherine Manley 
Address: 5 Gore St., #702 
Contact: katherinemanley1@gmail.com 

613-549-0632 

Interfaith Community 
Kingston Women’s Inter-Faith Group 
…copied from KJC’s January Newsletter, Dec 28, 2019 

The WE (Women Empowered) Hub is a new, innovative 
program available to all self-identified women aged 18 and over 
in Kingston and the surrounding areas.  

Through on-site programs and community partner 
collaborations, the WE Hub provides an in-demand women’s 
only service offering a comprehensive, positive, anti-
oppressive, supportive haven for all self-identified women. 

To get involved or help with this initiative please contact: 
Debbie Fitzerman (debbie@dfc.com)  or  
Janice Barling (janicebarling@gmail.com)  
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 responding as the Jewish community deems appropriate. 
That could include another public response, should we 
desire one. "...Let us know and we will be there."  

Bridget reminds us that, "Members of the Kingston 
Interfaith Community have come together to build 
relationships and learn from one another because peace 
isn’t the absence of violence, it is in the way we relate and 
support one another." Bridget asked that we share with 
our congregations that her heart reaches out to everyone 
affected by these senseless acts of violence. 

Rabbi Polansky has taken the position that her rabbinate 
is not about responding to anti-Semites in the public 
square. She would like to hear from clergy of other faiths 
preaching against anti-Semitism, xenophobia, white 
supremacy, etc particularly in light of the repeated attacks 
on Jews. 

I personally feel similarly but take a slightly different 
view. As I like to point out to our congregation and our 
greater faith community, I am by no means a scholar but 
I take great comfort in the lessons and life values of my 
faith, and also take shelter in the strength of the presence 
of our leaders and members; those public vigils included. 

Where matters have been left is that KIC believes that 
the Kingston Jewish community does not feel 
comfortable with a public response for every incident (in 
keeping with Rabbi Polansky’s position). An inquiry is 
going out to not only Kingston's Jewish community but 
to members and leaders of all faiths to consider the need 
for another impacting statement against the state of rising 
anti-Semitism.  

While I too would like to hear from clergy of other faiths, 
I am reluctant to do so while maintaining a low profile. I 
am concerned that an insular response too much 
resembles hiding or backing down. But just as Beth Israel 
represents one Jewish voice in Kingston, I am trying to 
represent another in our Reform Jewish congregation. I 
would like to hear from you and open this conversation 
more widely. We are facing the questions of our public 
presence in the Kingston Jewish community. Rabbi 
Kaufman addresses that very eloquently in his words 
spoken at Light Up The Night, last December 22, on the 
first night of Chanukah. Those words can be found in 
this edition of our newsletter.  

The Kingston Interfaith community is offering it's 
support in how we choose to respond to hate. It is a big 
conversation and your guidance will be most helpful as I 
prepare to respond on our behalf to both incidents and 
acknowledgements. 

Growing Anti-Semitism 
What is Kingston’s Jewish Community’s 
Response? 
From Richard Cohen, 
President 

We’re all aware of the rise of anti-Semitism in our world. 
On the internet, the hate for Jews is very serious. There 
are harsh and severe broadcasters of hate out there that 
are not joking at all. I had some links bookmarked to 
send out as examples but decided you don’t need to read 
the hate here. It is enough to know it is there, out in the 
open. Not underground, like how less-regulated 
platforms like "USENET" Newsgroups used to provide a 
platform for rubbish like 'Zundelgrams'. Current  strictly-
moderated social-media Platforms like Twitter tolerate it.  

One fellow I’ve monitored broadcasts an alt-right/Nazi 
podcast with his buddies; also on Twitter. He changes his 
nickname frequently to avoid being banned. He is a rabid 
racist and white nationalist in addition to being an 
outspoken anti-Semite. Six days ago in Vermont, anti-
Semitic signs targeting Jewish people reading "It's okay to 
be anti-Semitic" were spotted in downtown Saint Albans. 
Those images have gone viral.  

Words like the ones being “Tweeted” give rise to feelings 
of empowerment to the types who lay in wait to take 
action. It's growing. I am of course, specifically 
responding to the machete attack and stabbing in 
Monsey, NY that took place on Saturday, during 
Hanukkah. I was moved to respond after reading a 
December 30, 2019 Toronto Star Article, written by 
Bernie Farber, titled, “Once again Jews are being 
hunted”. The article opens with "Hate mongers are on 
the prowl..." and contains so many more examples of 
actions being taken by individuals, buoyed by the growing 
intolerance expressed through public broadcasts of hate. 

Even though these incidents are a distance away from 
Kingston, conversations in its wake have centered on 
how to address these incidents. The response to hate 
incidents in the last few years has been initiated by 
Kingston’s Interfaith Council. The Council has held vigils 
and gatherings to mark hate speech and actions against 
Jews and Muslims. The conversation started again this 
week and I would like to be a more active participant, 
communicating with Interfaith Council Chair Bridget 
Doherty as well as our Rabbi Kaufmann and Beth Israel’s 
Rabbi Polansky. 

Bridget Doherty, who is also a city councilor and staff 
member of the Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de 
Paul, has offered to take guidance from each group,  


