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IHM Women’s Study Group
Rabbi Weekend, November 09-10, 2018
Messages from the Community

Saturday, November 03, 2018

… and Book Club
*** NOTE NEW HOSTESS ***

Led By: Rabbi Mathew Kaufman

Study Session

Date/Time: Friday, November 09th, 2018 at 7:30pm
Location: Martha Scheinman’s Home
Address contact: mscheinman@hotmail.com
Topic: We need an opportunity to process the terrible massacre in
Pittsburgh and show our solidarity by dedicating our
weekend to the nation-wide reckoning that is taking place.

Shabbat

Date/Time: Saturday, November 10, 2018 at 10am
Location: Kingston Unitarian Foundation
Address: 206 Concession Street. 2nd Floor
With thanks to our ONEG/Kiddush Committee:
Role Brings
Names
1 Challah
Gary Bernfeld
2 Cake and/or cookies
Ruth and Ken Dukas
3 Fresh and/or dried fruit
Nelson Freedman
4 Juice and water
Jochebed Katan

With thsnks to Louise Slobodian
Kingston, Ontario
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Rabbi Matthew Kaufman, Ph.D.
Toronto, Ontario, October 30, 2018
On this somber occasion, we gather together to heal our hearts and
confront our fears. People of all faiths are coming together across North
America to give voice to grief. The shock of the cold-blooded murder of
Jews at their own synagogue chills us to the bone. And we come together
to express our solidarity and resolve against the growing clamor of hatred
and bigotry. The white-hot noise of hate we will not allow to dominate.
We will drown out the baying of antisemites with prayers of healing and
peace.
"Out of the depths I call You, Adonai," cries the psalmist.
"Listen to my cry."
We pray not because we wait for God to intervene. We pray to remind
ourselves of the deep sources of spiritual strength that we need to
continue forward. We pray that as we continue to call for justice,
tolerance, and inclusion, our strong moral voices may overcome the shrill
cries of resentment and fear-mongering. We pray so that we may continue
to stand with unwavering resolve in support of Jewish communities
everywhere, and in support of all those who are vulnerable. As the
psalmist says,
“Chazak V'ya'ametz, Be strong and of good courage.”
Former MPP, Kingston and the Islands
I was glad to have had the opportunity to be present at this vigil. Like so often
when we gather together to mourn... to grieve... to rage against violence and
hatred in all its forms - I always feel so proud at Kingstonians’ ability to be
there for one another. Thank you to all who organized this beautiful inclusive
interfaith vigil.
As we grapple with these horrific events, and acknowledge that this evil and
hatred has no place in civil society, my mind always goes to the next step how do we make sure it does not happen again? “Never again” indeed!
Individuals, all levels of government, organizations of all kinds-must be
vigilant in expressing zero tolerance for hateful language and behaviour, on
and off line, in and out of friends and families, at work, in sport, just simply
EVERYWHERE.
Everyone needs to create their own sphere of intolerance - for intolerance. We
must start with our children, and create the best and most loving
circumstances where all children can thrive and view differences as beautiful
and not something to be threatened by.
It will never be enough to decide - and indeed to know, that hate, racism and
bigotry is not acceptable. To fully eradicate it by building a more
compassionate and inclusive society is a much more difficult problem, and not
one that we should consider too monumental a task to start.
We are overdue for a counter movement.

Released by a number of local clergy prior to the vigil. Click on the
image to see the signatories whom were in attendance.
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Contributed by Nelson Freedman and Susan Glait

Zev, the author of this poem, felt the need to write it after learning of the tragedy in Pittsburgh. For
Zev, he thought immediately of the little boy whose bris it was that Shabbat morning and wrote
this in his honor.

Little boy, what’s your name – do you have one?
Sweet baby, just eight days, what should we call you?
I have heard the sacred circumcision postponed for jaundiced yellow,
but never before for bloodshed red.
Is your name Shalom? We long for peace in this troubled world. I hope you are Shalom.
Is your name Nachum? Oh, how we need to be comforted in our grief. I hope you are Nachum.
Is your name Raphael? Our broken hearts and bleeding souls need healing. I hope you are Raphael.
You should have been carried high into the congregation on Shabbat morning – past from loving hands to
loving hands – on a cushioned pillow to receive your Jewish name.
Instead your elders fell and were carried out on stretchers in plastic bags. Their names on tags.
Is your name Moshe? Our unbearable anguish and rage demands justice. I hope you are Moshe.
Is your name Ariel? We need the ferocious strength of lions to protect our people. I hope you are Ariel.
Is your name Barak? We need courageous warriors to vanquish our enemies. I hope you are Barak.
The blood on Shabbat morning was supposed to be covenantal not sacrilegious, sacramental not sacrificial,
sacred not unholy.
The tears were supposed to be of boundless joy not bottomless sorrow.
The cries were supposed to be “mazel tov” not the mourner’s kaddish.
Is your name Simcha? We need an end to sadness by bringing joy into our world. I hope you are Simcha.
Is your name Yaron? We need an end to mourning by bringing song into our lives. I hope you are Yaron.
Is your name Matan? We need the gift of children who will bring a better tomorrow. I hope you are Matan.
So little boy, what’s your name? Take them all if you will. Take a thousand names. Be peace and Comfort
and Healing. Be Justice and Strength and Courage. Be Joy and Song and a Gift to the world.
Be every good name and every good thing.
And, Sweet baby, take one more name if you will – because I hope you will be blessed with a long, blissful,
beautiful and meaningful life…
I hope you are Chaim.
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