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IHM Women’s Study Group
Rabbi Weekends 5779 / 2018-19
Message from the President

Monday, October 29, 2018

… and Book Club

Grow Kingston Committee Kickoff of Working Groups

Message From KJC

Study Session

Date/Time: Friday, November 09th, 2018 at 7:30pm
Location: Martha Scheinman’s Home
For Address and entry information please contact
Martha at her email address: mscheinman@hotmail.com
Topic: TBA

Shabbat

Date/Time: Saturday, November 10, 2018 at 10am
Led By: Rabbi Mathew Kaufman
Location: Kingston Unitarian Foundation
Address: 206 Concession Street. 2nd Floor
With thanks to our ONEG/Kiddush Committee:
Role Contribution
Names
1 Challah
Gary Bernfeld
2 Cake and/or cookies
Ruth and Ken Dukas
3 Fresh and/or dried fruit
Nelson Freedman
4 Juice and water
Jochebed Katan

On Saturday, I was working at a secure site where we
were all cut off from media and required to put away our
electronics until the day ended at 7pm. It was not until
then that I had received the shocking and distressing
news that, I am sure, all of you had been hearing of
throughout the day. A terrible, hate-driven massacre had
occurred during a brit milah. 6 people were injured and
11 people, 5 of whom lived through the time of the
Holocaust, including a 75-year-old woman, formerly a
member of Toronto’s Holy Blossom Temple, a 97-year
old concentration camp survivor, and 4 police officers
were killed. The lone gunman was apprehended and
heard to say that, “… all Jews must die.”
This is heart breaking and terrifying. I am at a loss for
words. I want to share this message from CCRJ
President Pekka Sinvervo
Dear Friends-

2019: January 18-19, March 01-02,

The Canadian Reform Community is in shock and mourning for our
fellow Jews who were slaughtered yesterday while in communal
Shabbat prayer at Or L’Simcha Synagogue in Pittsburgh, PA. It is difficult
to make any sense of the tragedy that took place – perhaps the most
profound anti-Semitic act experienced in North America.

March 29-30, April 12-13,
May 10-11, and June 07-08

2018: November 3, 10, 17, 24
December 1, 8, 15
2019: January 12, 26 (19 is Tu B’shvat, no class)
February 2, 9, 23,
March 2, 23, 30,
April 6, 13

Rabbi Rick Jacobs, the president of the Union of Reform Judaism, has
issued a statement on this event . I urge you to look at it*. The URJ has
also brought together a set of online resources that may help you and
your community during this time of mourning and reflection.
We hope a full recovery to those that were injured yesterday. May the
memories of those lost and the courage of the ones who responded to
the attack give us strength and determination in the days ahead.
Pekka K. Sinervo, FRSC
President, CCRJ
Chair, URJ Canada Steering Committee
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Rabbi Rick Jacob’s words follow on the next page…
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…continued from previous page

On October 17th, 2018 the Kickoff meeting of the Grow
Kingston Committee’s three working groups; chaired by
KJC President, Ian Sarfin, got off to a great start.

New York, NY; October 27, 2018
The slaughter of our brothers and sisters praying in their holy
synagogue this Shabbat in Pittsburgh breaks our collective heart.
The murders took place during a prayer service in the Tree of Life
congregation where, like synagogues all around the world, they
were reading from Genesis recounting how Abraham welcomed
perfect strangers into his tent. How painful and ironic that we live
in a time when we have to temper our loving welcome of
strangers as we protect our communities from violence and hate.
There is much which is unknown about today’s horrific killings.
We will learn more over the next hours and days. We will
continue to work with our nation’s synagogues and other houses
of worship and law enforcement to enhance security and provide
effective protections for our communities – and our nation.
This time the Jewish community was targeted, in what may be the
worst anti-Semitic attack in American history. Other times it has
been African-Americans. Or Sikhs. Or Muslims. Or members of the
LGBTQ community. Or too many others. What we know is this:
the fabric holding our nation together is fraying. It is our task to
ensure that it does not come apart.
We mourn as one people along with all people of conscience.
Rabbi Rick Jacobs
President, URJ

We are now in a very good position to openly look at creating a
very strong and active Greater Kingston Jewish Community that is
welcoming to everyone and makes people feel part of the larger
community. This can be done by examining and discussing our
common interests, including culture, education, rituals and tradition.
Building an atmosphere of trust and understanding can lead us
discovering workable solutions to meet the religious needs of the
community. The mission is NOT to merge the two congregations
into one. Each working group will form a report based on core
questions of concern to those who participated in last year’s survey.
If you are interested in serving on one of the groups, please email
iyrhamelech@gmail.com.

Description
Group 1

Examples
of some
questions

From KJC
Dear Fellow Kingstonians,
As you have undoubtedly heard, the Jewish community in Pittsburgh was
targeted and brutally attacked this past Sabbath while they were at prayer.
Eleven people were killed.
The entire worldwide Jewish community is reeling from this attack—the
deadliest antisemitic attack in American history. As a people, we are
bound to one another, no matter the distance or geography. An attack
against any of us is an attack against all of us.

Group 2

Examples
of some
questions

KJC is planning a vigil for people to come together to mourn, to comfort, and to
recommit ourselves to fighting antisemitism and hatred in all its forms.
Please join us and share this event as widely as possible
Date / Time: Tuesday, Oct 30, 2018 at 5pm
Place: Springer Market Square (to be confirmed)
More details will be forthcoming. Please feel free to contact me directly
at president@jewishkingston.org
Thank you for your support and fellowship.
Shalom,
Ian Sarfin
President Kingston Jewish Council
613-531-1746
president@jewishkingston.org
www.jewishkingston.org

Group 3
Examples
of some
questions
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Names

To look at cooperation and
Leanne Lieberman,
possible consolidation of the two
Charlene Weizman
Talmud Torahs, including post
and Joe Banks
B'nai Mitzvah students.
Should the religious schools of both congregations be merged?
Can the religious schools be associated in some fashion but not
merged? Would the religious school(s) be open to unaffiliated?
What would be the Jewish-Heritage requirement for a child to
enrol in the religious school? What are the current common and
distinct curricular priorities of each religious school? Would be
the duration of lessons for a merged school? Two hours per
week? Five? Could a child enroll on a part-time basis? What is the
cost to attend each congregation’s current religious school? What
would be the cost of a merged school? What about religious
school for post-bar/bat mitzvah children (i.e. High School)?
To look at centralizing the
community to operate out of one
location, sharing resources.

Sandi Goldman,
Elaine Berman,
Bunny Singer.

Which current programs, events, groups/committees currently of
either congregation would benefit members of the other
congregation or unaffiliated community members? What would
be the cost? What programming/services could be jointly offered
by both congregations? Are there any current resources that could
be share and if yes how do we share the cost equitably? Can the
Beth Israel/Otterburn House Physical building be used by both
congregations? How wold the costs of shared
facilities/programming be covered?
To look at creating clear kashrut
Richard Cohen
standards for the community to be
as tolerant and inclusive as possible. Leanne Lieberman
What level of Kashrut must be upheld for goods prepared at the
Beth Israel building/Otterburn House? Would that differ if for
goods prepared at events held at another facility? Could there be
different Kashrut standards for outside kitchens used in preparing
goods brought to BI or another facility? Could different rooms be
designated differently if nothing is prepared or stored in either
kitchen? What is the level of Kashrut for visiting groups?

