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I want to thank the members and Board of
Congregation Iyr Ha-Melech for getting us off to such a
strong start this year. A wonderful turnout, delicious pot
luck, beautiful flowers, and lovely singing.

Yom Kippur

Tuesday, September 18, 2018
7:30pm – Kol Nidre

Wednesday, September 19, 2018:

10:00am – Day Service, which includes Shaharit,
Yizkor, Minha, and Neilah.
4:30 to 5:30pm – Study Session / Discussion

Topic / Title:

“The Impossibility of Theodicy: Horace Kallen, the Book of
Job, and the Problem of Evil”
Horace Kallen (1882-1974) was an American-Jewish philosopher.
Rabbi Matthew Kaufman has written a biography, Horace
Kallen Confronts America, which comes out spring 2019 with
Syracuse University Press.

05:45pm - Afternoon / Evening Services
07:50pm - Break the Fast

Led By: Rabbi Mathew Kaufman
Location: Kingston Unitarian Foundation
Address: 206 Concession Street. 2nd Floor

2018: October, 12-13 and November 09-10
2019: January 18-19, March 01-02, March 29-30
April 12-13, May 10-11, and June 07-08
Led By: Rabbi Mathew Kaufman
Location: Kingston Unitarian Foundation
Address: 206 Concession Street. 2nd Floor

2018: September 15, 22, 29

October 13, 20, 27
November 3, 10, 17, 24 December 1, 8, 15
2019: January 12, 26 (19 is Tu B’shvat, no class)
February 2, 9, 23, March 2, 23, 30, April 6, 13

I also want to extend a special Thank You to Leslie
Schwartz of Temple Emmanuel in Rochester New York.
I met Leslie online in The Tent – a social media site
provided by and for The Union for Reform Judaism
(URJ). Leslie advertised, at no charge, the availability of
over 200 Machzors for observing Days of Awe. In all,
205 copies of Gates of Repentance, 1978 edition; 5 in
large print. A number of readers responded. After
learning a bit about us, Leslie selected our congregation.
We called this a joint mitzvah.
These books are in great condition and a near perfect
match to the books we have been using all along. They
were in such close proximity to us and this offer could
not have come at a better time. We were, in fact,
uncertain of the location of our existing books, which
have since also been located.
Leslie was kind enough to carry these books across the
border and deliver them to a friend of mine in Toronto,
where they could be stored until I could pick them up,
which was fortunately just in time for Rosh Hashanah.
These books are not only well-cared-for, they contain
dedications and memorials to current and former
members of Temple Emmanu-El, which is our honor
and privilege to continue acknowledging with our
continuing use.
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First Meeting of 5779

It is my plan, over time, to compile a list of these
dedications and create a special page on our website
to display them.

Date and Time:
September 25, 2018 at 7:30pm.
Location: Michael Robinson's Home
Address: 425 Windward Place
Phone: 613-389-6758
For further information, contact Michael Singer at
singerm@queensu.ca

I also want to extend a special word of thanks to
Terry Friedman-Wine, my longtime friend in
Toronto, who volunteered her home to store the
books in the time intervening between delivery and
pickup. Terry and I attended the same High School.
I am blessed to have such good friends here in this
congregation, in Kingston, Toronto, Rochester and
away, who are all so thoughtful and caring.
Shana Tovah!
Richard Cohen

Assignments
Board Roles:
President
Past-President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Ritual Chair
School Director
Members at Large

Name(s)
Richard Cohen
Sherry Stayer
Open
Byron Lew
Leanne Lieberman
Open, Interim – Jim Stayer
Leanne Lieberman
Renee O’Farrel, Jim Stayer,
Sherry Stayer, Bunny Singer,
Susan Lew, Martha Scheinman,
Sandi Goldman, Oscar Cadeau,
Nelson Freedman, and Miriam
Kearney.

Committees
Membership
Space
Cemetary
High Holidays

Sandi Goldman and Joan Axelrad
(While Sandi is away)
Richard Cohen
Open, Interim Sherry Stayer and
Joan Axelrad
James Stayer, Richard Cohen,
Byron Lew

As a result of last year’s survey, the Grow Kingston
Committee has recommended three working groups be
formed with members representing Beth Israel and Iyr
Ha'Melech, chaired by Kingston Jewish Council
members. The Board of Directors for Beth Israel and
Iyr Ha'Melech have both approved the formation of
these working groups, and now we have selected
members of the congregation to serve. If you are also
interested in serving on one of the groups, please email
iyrhamelech@gmail.com.
Description
Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

At the August 25, 2018 Annual General meeting,
the members of Congregation Iyr HaMelech voted
to determine a slate of eight officers and three
committee chairs to serve on the Board of
Directors, effective immediately. We are still
seeking nominations or volunteers for the roles of
Vice-President and Ritual Chair.
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Names

To look at cooperation
and possible consolidation
of the two Talmud
Torahs, including post
B'nai Mitzvah students.
To look at centralizing the
community to operate out
of one central location,
sharing resources.
To look at creating clear
kashrut standards for the
community to be as tolerant
and inclusive as possible.

Leanne Lieberman,
Charlene Weizman
and Joe Banks
Richard Cohen,
Sandi Goldman,
Elaine Berman,
Bunny Singer.
Leanne Lieberman

Memorial Scrolls
Sefer Torah MST#145 from
Trebic was loaned to
Congregation Iyr Hamelech in
1980. We take loving care of
this precious legacy of lost Jews
of Bohemia & Moravia. We
have also dedicated a page on
our website to remember the
names of the Jewish Citizens
that were transported to perish in
Theresienstadt on May 18, 1942.

Click the image above.
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Sunday, September 16, 2018
The Outreach Committee of the Crossroads United Church
(on Sir John A., formerly St. Margaret's) contacted Joan
Axelrad, seeking someone from the Jewish community to give
a short presentation to their congregation on Sunday, Sept. 16
about Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. They occasionally
invite people to speak briefly in this way at a Sunday service. It
was my honor and privilege that they accepted my offer to
fulfil this role. It is my hope that I have represented our faith,
our community and our Congregation in a fitting manner.
My presentation follows:
Good morning! It’s a pleasure to be here with you today on this lovely
September Sunday.
We are currently in the middle of the Jewish High Holidays, a 10-day
period of prayer, self-examination and repentance. I am pleased to be here
to speak with you today about what these mean to the Jewish people and
how they are observed around the world and here in Kingston at
Congregation Iyr Ha-Melech.
I am pleased to be here for myself – and in particular on behalf of
Congregation Iyr Ha-Melech, the Reform Jewish Congregation in Kingston.
I am the current president of the Congregation and bring greetings from
our members. We truly appreciate overtures of friendship and sharing
knowledge of our religious traditions. My wife Louise and I are grateful to
join your service today.
Typically, the High Holidays are spent at the synagogue. The Iyr Ha’Malech
congregation doesn’t have our own building – we are wandering Kingston,
like our ancestors in the desert, for more than 40 years! We meet on the
top floor of the Unitarian Fellowship building on Concession Street. Our
rabbi is Dr. Matthew Kaufmann and he travels from Toronto to join us 10
times a year to lead our congregation, including Sabbath, Passover and the
High Holidays.
The high holidays can also be called the High Holy days of Judaism, or the
Days of Awe. They began last week when we observed Rosh Hashanah, the
Jewish New Year. We have entered the year 5779 by the Jewish calendar.
On Tuesday night at sundown we begin the observation of Yom Kippur, the
Day of Atonement. It will end at sundown on Wednesday. Yom Kippur is
considered the holiest day of the Jewish year. Instead of confessionals, we
atone all at once on one holy day.
The High Holidays begin on the first day of the month of Tishrei in the
Hebrew calendar. This is a lnar calendar, and as such, the dates move
around on our 365-day solar calendar. Next year, these dates will fall in
October. They can occur as early as August.

In scripture, Yom Kippur calls for atonement of sins through self-denial.
Fasting is seen as fulfilling this biblical commandment. It enables us to put
aside our physical desires to concentrate on our spiritual needs through
prayer, repentance and self-improvement.
We dedicate our mind, body, and soul to reconciliation with G-d, our
fellow human beings, and ourselves. We are commanded to turn to those
whom we have wronged first, acknowledging our sins and the pain we
might have caused. At the same time, we must be willing to forgive
offenses and forget the feelings of resentment they provoked in us. On this
journey we are both seekers and givers of pardon. Only then can we turn
to G-d and ask for forgiveness: “And for all these, G-d of forgiveness,
forgive us, pardon us, and grant us atonement.”
The fast starts at sundown on the first day and ends at sundown the next.
My grandfather was a Cantor. He belonged to the Orthodox tradition and
those fasts are strict – water only. It was not uncommon to see people
faint during services, when I was growing up. It was also no secret that
some of us would discretely duck into a nearby restaurant during the break
and nod civilly at some of the other members of our congregation who
were also “not there” grabbing a bite!
Those members of Iyr Ha’Malech who can do so observe the fast and we
break the fast together with challah (bread), wine and potluck after the
service.
A moving part of the liturgy for the day of Yom Kippur includes Yizkor, a
memorial service to remember our loved ones who are no longer with us.
The Iyr Ha’Malech Congregation keeps a list of our deceased members to
recite. Rabbi Kaufmann often stops to go around the room and everyone
names those in their life they wish to be inscribed in the Book of Life –
their deceased parents, for example. This year we have started a new
tradition. Our torah scrolls belonged to a congregation in Czeckoslovakia
that was wiped out during the holocaust. As a memorial to the people of
Trebic, their names scroll through a dedication page on our website and
across a projector screen at our Yizkor service.
You will hear references to the Book of Life during these days. Tradition
teaches that on Rosh Hashanah, the Book of Life is written and on Yom
Kippur our decree for the new year is sealed. We are taught that by doing
t’shuvah (repentance), t’filah (prayer), and tzedakah (charity), we can have
an effect on the severity of the decree.
But the Days of Awe are about more than confessing our sins. They are an
opportunity to envision our lives and our communities if we each become
a little more caring with each passing year.
In conclusion I am going to blow the shofar so that you can hear it’s sound.
First will be the single sound, “Tekeah!” the Call from heaven.
Next, “Trurah!” the sound of moaning, to acknowledge our suffering,
which shaped our traditions and made us grateful for our blessings.

Rosh Hashanah also marks the anniversary of the world’s creation.,
according to scripture.
In addition to long services and prayer, it is celebrated by blowing the
shofar or ram’s horn. I will end this talk by sounding my grandfather’s
shofar. (Hold up the shofar)
Rosh Hashanah is also marked by dipping apple slices into honey so that
your year begins with sweetness. The greeting L’Shana Tova is used, which
is a wish for a good year.

Finally, “Shevurim” the sound of sobbing for our great losses, which
continue to affect each and every one of us daily.
I will call out each word, and ask the congregationto repeat it.
{SOUNDS The Shofar}
Thank you for inviting me to be a guest of your congregation today.
Shana Tova!
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Two Israeli Artists

Two Israeli Artists Lea and Diego are in Kingston while one
of them does a masters at Queen's. Together they go by the
name Salma-manca. They are putting together a series of
events -- some at their succah, in their home, and others on
campus. (There's also some in Montreal). These two artists
have done some interesting projects with succahs as temporary
structures in Israel. In one exhibit they took a Bedouin house
and re-made it as a succah to comment on the temporariness
of some people's lives in Israel. This Bedouin "succah" is now
a permanent exhibit at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem.
Since IHM has no congregational succah, it would be
interesting to attend one of these events as a community. Of
particular interest, is one on Tuesday evening, September 25th.
It's a panel with Rabbi Polansky of Beth Israel that covers
Succot basics as well as the Salma-manca artists. There's also
an open house on the Sunday September 23rd. The Salmamanca people have reached out to Leanne Lieberman. Should
we attend, we should bring some potluck-like items, and
welcome them to Kingston.
I think this is a great opportunity for intercongregational
engagement, and it sounds like a lot of fun.
The Sala-manca Group (ISL/ARG) presents the OFF/SITE
series. The events are listed below:
September 23, 7:00-9:00 pm
A temporary Dwelling in our Rented Garden
A sukkah by Sala-manca family Informal Opening
Refreshments will be served at the Sukkah
Sukkot (Jewish tabernacles) is a seven-day Jewish celebration
commemorating the forty years of travel through the desert
after the exodus from Egypt. During the celebration,
temporary dwellings called sukkah are built with simple
materials and are used for seven days for eating, entertaining,
and even sleeping.

earning ordination in 2000. Upon ordination, Rabbi Polansky
served as Assistant Rabbi and Rabbi Educator at Bet Shalom
Congregation in Minnesota. In 2004, she returned to Toronto
where she served as Associate Rabbi at Temple Sinai and was
the spiritual leader at Neshamah Congregation of York Region
in Vaughan, Ontario from 2011 - 2018. And now Rabbi
Polansky begins the next phase of her career as Rabbi at Beth
Israel Congregation in Kingston
Absentee Landscapes | Sala-manca
Sala-manca will present two projects on Sukkot: In the lead-up
to the 2014 Sukkot holiday, the Sala-Manca Group together
with Itamar Mendes-Flohr and Yeshaiahu Rabinowitz decided
to create a public sukkah on the Hansen grounds in Jerusalem,
a temporary dwelling for its activities during the holiday. They
collaborated with Al Korshan family of the Jahalin bedouin
tribe to delve into the sukkah's charged meaning in the Israeli
context and to highlight the temporary nature of the structure
and its associations with exile - thus evoking associations not
only with Jewish history but also with the modern Israeli
context, and proposing a contemporary reading of the sukkah,
both as a concrete object and as a symbol. The Sukkah was
bought a year later by the Israel Museum for their collection of
Contemporary Art.
The second project is the Deller Sukkah (2017). In the winter
of 2017 (the SalaManca Group, Nir Yahalom and Ktura
Manor began building an unauthorized but accurate replica of
a painted wooden sukkah from Germany (dating to 1850),
which with the outbreak of World War II, was smuggled to
Palestine to save it from the Nazis and is on display in the
permanent collection of the Israel Museum and is known as
The Deller Sukkah.
Tahany Okbi, social worker
September 26, 7:00-9:00 pm
Lois Klassen: "Books and Libraries in Migration"

During the coming holidays of Sukkot, the Sala-manca group
(see below) are constructing a Sukkah (Jewish tabernacle) in
their front garden referring to their actual temporary migration
to Kingston and are opening their (rented) house for a series
of talks, performances, and workshops dealing with topics
related to Sukkot: Temporary Dwelling, Forced and Voluntary
Migration, Hybrid Identities, Fragile Structures.

What happens when migration stories are held still within a
book? Can a library become nomadic? Vancouver-based artist
and writer, Lois Klassen, will present two participatory art
projects that take up the subject of migration and its cultural
representation. Artist book examples from Reading the
Migration Library (2016, ongoing) and Renegade Library
(1998) will be available for reading and handling.

September 25, 7:00-9:00 pm
Panel on Sukkot
Sukkot Basics | Rabbi Erin Polansky
Beth Israel’s Rabbi, Erin Polansky is originally from Montreal,
Quebec and grew up in Thornhill, Ontario. She was the first
graduate of the Jewish Studies program at Queen's University
and subsequently attended the Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion in Jerusalem and then in Cincinnati,

Lois Klassen is a Doctoral Candidate in the Cultural Studies
Post-Graduate Program at Queen's University.
https://www.loisklassen.com/
http://www.readingthemigrationlibrary.com/
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September 29, 1:00-4:00 pm
A Library of Temporary Shelters - A book arts workshop
about migration and displacement @ Agnes Etherington
Art Centre, Kingston

Off-site events will also take place at the Agnes Etherington
Art Centre, Kingston, the Museum of Jewish Montreal, and
the Curating and Public Scholarship Lab at Concordia.
For further info contact: salamanca00@gmail.com

Join artists Lois Klassen (CA) Sala-Manca (AR/IL) in a handson workshop and discussion about the representation of
human displacement issues through art and text. Participants
will hear about art and publishing projects that take up the
urgency of migration, refugee issues, and will be invited to
make artist books in a studio session. The hands-on portion of
the workshop will focus on the way book structures can reflect
a need for shelter, whether temporary or permanent.
https://agnes.queensu.ca/event/details/a-library-oftemporary-shelters/
About Lois Klassen
Lois Klassen is an artist, writer and researcher based in
Vancouver, Canada. Known for long-range projects that invite
and engage participants in collective actions. Her current
project Reading the Migration Library, addresses the cultural
production of migration stories. Her work has been hosted by
Emily Carr University of Art + Design, bruna press + archive,
The Glenbow Museum, Santa Fe Art Institute, and more. She
is currently a doctoral candidate in the Cultural Studies
program at Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario, Canada.
About Sala-Manca Group
Lea Mauas and Diego Rotman, were born in Buenos Aires and
now live and work in Jerusalem. Since 2000, they have created
performances, videos, installations, and new media projects.
Their work explores the poetics of cultural translation with a
focus on language, media, the urban environment, and new
technologies. Their projects frequently address the tension
between low and high-tech aesthetics as well as sociopolitical
issues. Last August they moved to Kingston. Lea Mauas is a
graduate student in Cultural Studies and Diego is the Regina
Rosen Visiting Artist in Residence in Cultural Studies and
Jewish Studies and Visiting Professor at the Dan School for
Drama and Music at Queen's University.

A Wonderful and Blessed Event

A surprise addition to our Rosh Hashanah services was
delivered by Rabbi Matthew Kaufman to commemorate
the arrival of our member’s newborn daughter.
Proud parents, Robert Marks and Joanne Whittaker were
blessed with the birth of their daughter, Isabelle Rose on
August 11th at 2:00am weighing 7 pounds and 9 ounces.
Rabbi Kaufman gave Isabelle Rose her Hebrew name on
Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, September 9 at 7:30pm.
Elisheva Vered ( )אלישבע ורדis our newest and cutest
member. We wish her and her family much happiness,
health, longevity, prosperity, and many blessings as she
starts her journey in life.

--With the support of the Regina Rosen Fund in Jewish Studies
and Cultural Studies at Queen's University, the Ethnographic
Department of the Museum of the Contemporary and the
Mamuta Art and Research Center in Jerusalem
All the events are free of charge and are made in the spirit of
Ushpizin (Aramaic for guests, a reference to the seven
supernal guests). The events will be held at the artists' house,
in Kingston.
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